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A road map for our journey today 
ÅUnderstand our 21st century obstacles and digital distractions 

ÅRecognize our need for digital media literacy 

ÅIdentify 21st ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ άƎŀƳŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǊǎέ 

ÅDescribe new tools for technology-mediated professional learning 

ÅExamine technology and young children as a PL case study 

ÅNudge ourselves toward becoming mindful media mentors and 
digital leaders who transform the workforce 

 



Digital obstacles for 20th century leaders 
Clinging to old tools to complete new tasks 



Do you preaché 

éwhat you practice? 

Do you own a smartphone or does 

your smartphone own you? 

V Smartphone dependent 

V Phantom ring/vibration syndromeé 

V ñLet me just check my emailò 

V ñParental controlsò for parents 



Do you preaché 

éwhat you practice? 

Adults as media mentors and 

role models ï how do we make 

sure thatôs good news for 

children, parents and families? 



When weôre ñleft to our own devicesò 

A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte,1884, Georges Seurat  



1 device/platform to rule them all 

ÅCheck email 

ÅSend a text 

ÅMake a phone call 

ÅCheck the weather 

ÅUpdate your calendar 

ÅKeep up with news 

ÅCheck the sports scores 

ÅGet directions 

ÅBuy something 

ÅBook a reservation/tickets 

ÅSearch for information 

ÅParticipate in social media 

ÅListen to music/podcast 

ÅWatch a video 

ÅTake & share a photo/video 

ÅRead a book or magazine 

ÅConnect with others 

ÅLearn and build skills 



Our digital media literacy matters 
ÅAttitudes 

ÅKnowledge 

ÅExperience 

ÅCompetencies 

ÅLeading to fluency 

ÅCƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎΧǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ 
early childhood educators working in formal and 
informal settings with young children and families 

How fluent are you? 



Our digital media literacy matters 
5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ƛǎΧ The ability to use information and 
communication technology to find, evaluate, create, and 
communicate information 
American [ƛōǊŀǊȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ [ƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ¢ŀǎƪ Force 

Media literacy is the ability to access, analyze, evaluate, 
communicate, and act using all forms of media.   

NAMLE  

 

 

What is your level of digital readiness? 

How does your digital fluency and 

readiness inform and impact your 

work with professionals and families? 



²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ WŜǘǎƻƴǎΧ 
  Χǎƻ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ƳŜŘƛŀ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ƛƴ нлмр 

Media literacy is about helping 
children develop the life skills they 
need to become thinkers and makers 
in the multimedia environment that 
is their ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΧ  

It is precisely because our culture 
surrounds us with media that we 
need to model healthy and 
productive ways to integrate digital 
media technologies into our lives. 

Faith Rogow 



6 layers of technology use in ECE 
1. Tools for personal use, everyday living, communicating and connecting 

2. Tools and methods for teacher preparation and professional development 

3. Tools for program management and classroom teaching  

4. Tools for teaching and learning with young children 

5. Tools for strengthening the home-school connection and enhancing family 
engagement 

6. Tools for professional communicating, collaborating and connecting and 
creating ς for transforming the workforce 

Ready to learn?  Ready to teach? 



Technology in professional learning 
Who? 

ÅTeacher Educators, Professional Development Providers, Trainers, 
Administrators, /ǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊǎΧeveryone who prepares teachers  

ÅState early childhood and afterschool workforce registry and professional 
development leadersΧeveryone who supports teachers 

What? 

ÅPre-service 

ÅIn-service 

ÅProfessional development 

ÅContinuing education 

ÅLifelong & lifewide learning 

Technology tools to transform the workforce 


